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FOREWORD. 





ME: HAND, who has been so good 

as to compile these Notes of the 
History of the Stourbridge Catholic 
Mission, has kindly requested me to 
prefix a little foreword. What suggested © 
the writing of this history was a 
remark made by our beloved Arch- 
bishop on the occasion of his last 
Visitation to this Church, rather more 
than a year ago. He said that it would 
be a good thing if the history of every 
Mission in the Diocese could be written, 
in order that the present generation 
might know and imitate the noble 
example set by those who had gone 
before, in their generosity, their sacri- 
fices, and their zeal for religion. Mr. 
Hand, being one of the oldest and most 
devoted members of this Parish, set about 
this work at once, a'ind we have here the 
result of much time and trouble spent in 
getting these details together. 


For one, I am extremely grateful to 
him, and I venture to think that all others 
who read these Notes, will not only be 
interested but will gladly comply with 
the author’s modest request for a remem- 
brance in their prayers. 


E. C. DELANEY. 


THE RECTORY, 
STOURBRIDGE, 
Feb., 71912. 








EXTERIOR OF OUR LADY AND ALL SAINTS’ 
CHURCH AND RECTORY. 
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IN STOURBRIDGE. 


At the beginning of the last century 

the Catholic faith had become 
almost extinct in the neighbourhood of 
Stourbridge, but among the few faithful 
souls who had, at great sacrifice, kept the 
spark of religion alight, was the family of 
Thomas Green. The members of this 
family were himself, his wife, two sons, 
a domestic and William Wade, the part- 
ner of Mr. Green in the business of Iron- 
mongery, which was carried on in a shop 
in High Street nearly opposite Market 
Street. There is no record of any others. 


They little knew the important part 
they were taking in the designs of 
Almighty God, for, their house became 
the centre of the Second SPRING of 
Catholicity in Stourbridge. 


Harvington being the nearest Chapel, 
these good people had to walk there on 
Sundays; indeed, Thomas Green walked 
there for forty years, but in time could 
no longer walk and bought an old- 
fashioned carriage in which he sometimes 
took Mrs. Griffin, the grandmother of the 
present family of that name, who in 1804 
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came here from Wolverhampton. But 
Mass had been said in that house some- 
times by the Priest from Harvington in 
William Green’s time—the Uncle of 
Thomas Green—who had lived there 
many years. 


One son of Thomas Green became a 
Priest and ended his days in charge of the 
Mission at Bridgnorth. 


_ In 1812 the Revd. Mr. Martin (who 
very likely knew the Greens) volunteered 
to say Mass and give the Sacrament at 
the time of the great indulgencies, in their 
temporary Chapel, which was a room 
over the shop, in which was a turn-up bed 
where Mr. Martin occasionally slept. 
Gradually the little congregation in- 
creased by the addition of a Mrs. Howell, 
wife of a Quaker, and their children, 
together with Mrs. Salter, wife of an 
Innkeeper, and also an apprentice named 
Russell. But soon converts of Mr. 
Martin so swelled the little community 
that the cramped room became quite 
inadequate. 


In 1816, a half-timbered cottage stand- 
ing in Berry’s yard, i.e., at the back of 
‘‘The Horse and Groom,’”’ in Upper 
High Street, was taken on a lease of four- 
teen years from Mr. Harward, Builder, 
whose son was a Solicitor. 





REvp. FRANCIS MARTIN. 
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At the death of Mr. Wade it was found 
by his Will that he left £100 towards a 
New Chapel, and this, later on, was paid 
to Father Brownlow. 


The Chapel consisted of two small 
upper rooms thrown into one, and under- 
neath was a room occupied by a Catholic 
who had charge of the Chapel. 


It was opened and dedicated to St. 
Francis of Sales by Mr. Martin on a 
Sunday in the Summer of 1816, and this 
may be considered the 


“FIRST DEVELOPMENT.” 


The Priests who from time to time were 
able to supply were housed at Mr. 
Green’s. 


There were two windows in the little 
Chapel, which was fitted with benches, 
and Mass was said on a chest of drawers, 
but with a decent antependium and vest- 
ments given by the Stourtons of York- 
shire (Lord Stourton), who were great 
friends of Father Martin. 


Father Martin begged for Stourbridge 
from the Stourtons, and they allowed him 
money, and thus it was that Father 
Martin paid £40 a year to Priests from 
Oscott to supply, and no doubt some of 
them did come here, but no record of these 
visits can be found until 1818. 
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We may pause here to consider the 
isolated position of the Catholics in this 
district before this time, no Chapel or 
Priest for many miles, roads _ bad, 
travelling difficult, the nearest Chapel, 
Harvington. There was Sedgley, North 
Street (Wolverhampton), a Chapel at 
Bloxwich, St. Peter’s, Broad Street, and 
St. Chad’s, Shadwell Street (Birming- 
ham), and Priests but few in number. 
When we consider this state of things 
we can realise the feelings of joy and 
thankfulness whenever the news was 
passed round, from house to house, that 
a Priest had come, and can imagine their 
eagerness to be in time for the services 
and secure a place in the little room or on 
the stairs. 


There is a small memorandum book in 
the Rectory, compiled by Father Mason, 
and containing the names of Priests 
visiting this town from 1818, and _par- 
ticulars of baptisms and marriages up 
to 1837. As no official record was kept 
in those days, I presume, Father Mason 
found these entries and collected them 
together in this little book. 


The first Priest of whom there is any 
entry, was the Revd. Thomas Lakin, a 
learned and talented young Irishman. 
Educated at Sedgley Park and Oscott, 
and ordained in 1818, he was sent 
to Stourbridge, but resided with Father 
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Martin at Bloxwich. The first child bap- 
tised by him was Richard Hyde on 
January 26th, 1818, the God-father being 
William Green, probably one of the sons 
of Thomas Green. 


The next Priest mentioned is the Revd. 
Lawrence Strongitharm, who in 1819 
baptised a child. 


In 1820 Father F. C. Husenbeth was 
appointed to take charge of this mission, 
and the following extract from the life of 
the Right Revd. Mgr. Weedall, D.D., 
by Father Husenbeth will be read with 
great interest :— 


‘“There had been an ordination in 
February of this year, 1820, by Bishop 
Milner, when Mr. Foley and the writer 
received the Holy Order of Priesthood. 


‘In the following Summer the writer 
left Oscott and certainly, though he had 
other dear friends there, he parted from 
no one with so much regret as his beloved 
and early friend Mr. Weedall. 


“Mr. Weedall would very willingly 
undertake to supply on a Sunday for any 
neighbouring Priest in case of absence 
or illness. 


‘“* The writer had, from the time of his 
ordination, served the Mission at Stour- 
bridge, which was then quite in its 
infancy, with no better Chapel than two 
upper rooms of a mean house in a dirty 
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court and low neighbourhood, which were 
thrown together under a low gable roof. 
It was a rough beginning, for he had to 
walk the whole distance, fifteen miles 
from Oscott every Saturday afternoon 
and the same back the next Monday 
morning. On his leaving Oscott and for 
a Sunday or two before he left, Mr. 
Weedall very kindly went to perform the 
duty at Stourbridge on the Sundays and 
Holy Days. He continued to do so for 
about a month, till it could be served by 
a Priest newly ordained. It was marked 
that Mr. Weedall did not preach when 
he officiated at Stourbridge, but merely 
read from the solid and practical lessons 
of Mr. Gother. His motive was supposed 
to be a thoughtful feeling for the young 
Priest who was to take the Mission that 
he might not be urged inconveniently to 
preach or expected to deliver fine sermons 
from his example.’’ 


The first mention of a Chapel in Stour- 
bridge is in the Directory of 1820, the 
year of Father Husenbeth’s ordination. 


This is the notice :— 


‘“‘ St Francis of Sales Chapel Stour- 
bridge with prayers at 10 o’clock in the 
morning and 3 in the afternoon on all 
Sundays and Holy Days.”’ 


Succeeding Father Husenbeth I find 
the name of that remarkable man Francis 
Martin, of Bloxwich, again mentioned. 


II 


He was the first Priest who had been 
entirely educated in England since the 
Reformation. He-was ordained by Bishop 
Milner in 1805, and notwithstanding his 
arduous labours in the extensive district 
under his spiritual care, which included 
Walsall, Wednesbury, West Bromwich, 
etc., he was engaged largely in con- 
troversy and in writing books of that 
character. He found time to come here 
on several occasions again in 1820; he 
rode over on his horse and put up at an 
old hostelry called ‘‘ The Chequers Inn ”’ 
in High Street, near to the little Chapel. 


A story is told of a zealous Methodist 
local preacher at Bloxwich who, grieved 
to think of the benighted state of Father 
Martin, tucked his Bible under his arm 
and set out to convert him. Need I say 
his own conversion was the result, and 
in him was the future Father Mason, who 
in 1826 was ordained and appointed to 
Stourbridge. 


In the early part of the year 1821, the 
number of Catholics had very much in- 
creased, particularly by the arrival of 
some Irish families, and it was seen that 
a suitable Chapel must be provided with 
a resident Priest. Father John Brownlow 
was appointed to this position, and being 
a man of private means, he was enabled 
to meet the difficulty with which he was 
faced. 
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A site for the new Chapel was secured 
in New Road and Union Street. The 
land is that on which our beautiful 
Church, Convent and Schools now stand, 
but at that time extended also some dis- 
tance along Union Street. 


He then built a Chapel to hold 250, 
which he dedicated to ‘‘ All Saints,’’ and 
on the South he added a house running 
alongside and projecting beyond the 
West end, with a school over the kitchen. 


For the information of those who did 
not know the old place, I may say that the 
Chapel was east and west, the north side 
stood back from the footpath in New 
Road 15 feet, this space being used for 
burials. The whole was protected on the 
north and east by a boundary wall 6 feet 
high. 


This was the 
“SECOND DEVELOPMENT.” 


In the Directory of 1823 we find that 
the ** Stourbridge New Chapel was begun 
on the rst July and is already raised to a 
considerable height. This information 
will gratify its charitable and generous 
benefactors to whom every grateful 
acknowledgment is hereby respectfully 
made for their liberal donations. It is 
hoped that these kind friends who have 
honoured its list with their names, will 
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forward their contributions as soon as 
convenient to the Revd. J. T. Brownlow, 
Stourbridge.” 


_ In the Directory of 1824 is the follow- 
ing :— 

‘* Stourbridge New Chapel was opened 
with Solemn High Mass on 3rd June last 
before a ‘numerous and _ respectable 
assembly. The controversial eloquence 
that was displayed on the occasion was 
worthy of the learning and piety of the 
reverend orators, Messrs. Weedall and 
Martin. 

‘‘ Morning services at 10 on Sundays, 
Holy Days at 9. Evening Services in 
Winter at 3; in Summer, at half-past 3.”’ 


For some unaccountable reason Father 
Brownlow left this Mission at the end of 
the year and went to Harvington, where 
he spent the remainder of his life. The 
town was again without a resident Pastor, 
but pending the ordination of Father 
Mason it was served by the Abbé Vergy, 
a French refugee Priest. In the Directory 
of 1826 he is described as the Chaplain. 
There is no proof that he resided here as 
he did not occupy the house, but lodged 
in Blackhole Lane with a Mr. Lewis. He 
afterwards went to Mawley Hall as 
Chaplain, where he ended his days. 


The late Mr. Moses Barlow was so con- 
spicuous a man in this congregation that 
I venture to think that those who knew 
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him, and many who only know his 
family, will be pleased to read the story 
of his conversion by the Abbé Vergy. 
Mr. Barlow was a big man with strong 
will and determined character, honour- 
able and straightforward ; as a Catholic, 
was fearless of taunts and jibes, never 
hesitating to make the sign of the cross 
in public at a time when to be a Catholic 
was to be treated with contempt. He had 
not much education, but was blessed with 
deep religious feelings and a simple faith, 
and if no Priest was here for the Sunday 
he would rise early and walk fasting to 
Harvington. The story of his conversion 
is, that a Catholic woman named Betsy 
Gardner in bad health, being anxious 
about the future of her child, sent for Mr. 
Barlow and asked him to see that her 
little girl (in the event of her death) was 
taught her religion and brought up a 
Catholic. He said he knew nothing about 
the Catholics and refused ; but on getting 
worse and near her end, Betsy sent for 
him again, and this time he consented. 
He faithfully took the child to the Abbé 
Vergy for Catechism and was rewarded 
for his fidelity by the gift of faith himself. 


1826. Father James A. Mason, who 
had been converted by Father Martin, 
studied for the Priesthood and was 
ordained at Bloxwich, and sent to the 
Mission of Stourbridge accompanied by 
his mother and sister. 








INTERIOR OF ALL SaINTS’ CHAPEL. 


ee 


% 





T5 


The income of the Mission being small 
he supplemented it by taking two boys 
to board and educate, Joseph and William 
Grosvenor. The latter was ordained 
Priest and spent many years as Chaplain 
at Princethorpe Convent, dying at Oscott 
in 1891. Father Mason also educated a 
boy named Bent, the son of a Solicitor of 
Brierley Hill; he, too, was ordained 
Priest. 


On the departure of Father Brownlow 
the Mission was left bare of vestments and 
other Church requisites, to provide which 
Father Mason sold the land in Union 
Street beyond the site of the Convent. 
About this time a benefaction of £80 a 
year was granted to the Mission by John 
the 16th Earl of Shrewsbury, called “ the 
good Earl.’’ 


Father Mason remained here until the 
arrival of the Revd. Walter Keen, and 
in his little book (or register) are recorded 
147 baptisms, 21 marriages and 35 deaths 
(his mother’s among the latter) between 
1826 and 1837. 


1842. Father Keen, a young man 28 
years of age, just recovering from a sick- 
ness and having done duty for a short 
time at Nottingham, was given the charge 
of this Mission, which included the sur- 
rounding district within four or five miles. 
He arrived in April 1842 and spent here 
the remainder of his life. Born of 
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Protestant parents at Stone he was led 
by an elder sister to attend the Catholic 
Chapel and was received into the Church 
at 14 years of age, in spite of severe 
opposition by his father. He then 
manifested a desire to study for Holy 
Orders, when a lady took him in hand 
and paid for his education. 


His first acquaintance with this town 
was of a depressing character; having 
reached Dudley late on a Saturday night 
there was no alternative but to walk the 
five miles, weak as he was, carrying his 
bag. Arriving here a little after midnight 
and being unable to break his fast he was 
so overcome that he sat down and shed 
tears. 


For many years financial difficulties 
were ever present, his offertories were 
under ten shillings a week and there were 
no seat rents. Out of this and the £80 a 
year he had to provide house and Chapel 
expenses and keep his school going. 


Father Keen was a type of the Apostolic 
Priest. In outward appearance he was 
over middle height and well built, his 
hair was dark brown, scanty at the fore- 
head and falling almost to his shoulders, 
his eyes were grey and his features 
irregular though pleasing, but what 
struck even a casual observer were the 
spirituality and benevolence of his coun- 
tenance. Every line betokened the kindly 
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pastor and father, though his somewhat 
wide mouth was not without a suggestion 
of the firm ruler. He was not a pulpit. 
orator, yet his sermons were marked by 
earnestness and power. Duty was his 
constant theme, and he dwelt with con- 
vincing sincerity on the obligations of the 
Christian’s life. His own life furnished 
an ample commentary on his discourses. 
Every Sunday, for some years, before his 
sermon he gathered the children before 
the altar and taught them their Catechism 
in clear, simple terms which carried their 
lesson also to older hearers. He was a 
clear exponent of Catholic doctrines, and 
almost every Winter delivered courses of 
lectures which attracted many non- 
Catholics and resulted in numerous con- 
versions. He was especially assiduous in 
his ministrations among the poor. Until 
his final breakdown he took no holiday 
and spent but one night away from his 
presbytery—at the death-bed of his 
father. 


His charities were limited only by his 
means; when money failed, his clothes 
were given away until it became necessary 
to keep these under lock and key. Some- 
times provisions failed, and these had to 
be supplied by friends, and in his last 
illness his bedroom was found to bear the 
stamp of apostolic poverty. 
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In 1850 the Hierarchy was established, 
when this Mission was raised to the 
dignity of a Rectory. The congregation 
had now largely increased, mainly by the 
influx of Irish families of a poor class. 


About this time a Church rate was levied 
and on Father Keen refusing to pay, his 
coat was seized and sold; it is said the 
buyer became paralysed. 


It was about 1853 when a lively con- 
troversy arose between the Vicar of 
Amblecote the Rev. Mr. Grier and Father 
Keen, on the doctrine of Transubstantia- 
tion, and was carried on Sunday by 
Sunday for many weeks and created great 
excitement in the neighbourhood. A 
Catholic of Wordsley named Ensell used 
to take a stool and station himself near 
the pulpit of the Rev. Mr. Grier, for the 
purpose of recording the points of the dis- 
course for the benefit of Father Keen. On 
one occasion Mr. Grier, holding a paper 
disc dangling by a piece of string called 
out, “‘ this is the God of the papists.”’ 


In the year 1854 Father Keen con- 
sidered the time had arrived to take steps 
to relieve the crowded state of the Chapel 
and ease the people coming from the 
district of Brierley Hill, so he bought a 
property there and converted an upper 
room into a Chapel, which served until 
the Church was built. ; 
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His practice was to give Holy Com- 
munion here on Sunday mornings at 8 
o’clock, have a carriage ready to take him 
to Brierley Hill where he said Mass at 9, 
returning here for the 11 o’clock Mass. 
This continued until 1858 when Father 
Marshall was appointed. 


On the death of the Earl of Shrewsbury 
in 1852 the grant of £80 year ceased, but 
as the financial state of the Mission was 
still very unsatisfactory the Bishop 
allowed us £40 a year until the arrival of 
Father Marshall at Brierley Hill, when it 
was transferred to him. 


Notwithstanding the starting of Brier- 
ley Hill as a separate Mission the Chapel 
was quite inadequate to accommodate the 
congregation and it was necessary to con- 
sider what should be done; this we may 
believe was an anxious time and many 
prayers were offered for guidance. But 
having absolute confidence in Our Lady’s 
-help, Father Keen decided to build a 
handsome and commodious Church and 
place it under her patronage as well as 
that of all the Saints. 


The first move was a collection on 
Sunday, 24th May, 1857, the feast of Our 
Lady Help of Christians. 


Although not a Catholic at this time I 
was in the Chapel and am happy to think 
that my mite helped to make up the £20 
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collected, and that day has always been 
to me a precious memory, for certainly, I 
have received abundant proofs of Our 
Lady’s help. 


Although my parents were Protestants, 
I, at the age of 8 or 9 attended the Catholic 
Sunday School for a short time and 
remember how we walked two and two 
from the school room to the Altar rails 
to be taught the Catechism by Father 
Keen. 


In the Spring of 1857 I attended a 
course of lectures he gave. The first was 
on the doctrine of Purgatory. This 
appeared to me so reasonable, so just and 
such a Godlike provision to purify fallen 
man from his many imperfections, and fit 
him for Heaven, that it appealed to me 
at once, and from that day I never had 
a shadow of doubt on that doctrine. The 
next lecture was on the supremacy of St. 
Peter, and he proved this so conclusively 
that I put myself under him for instruc- 
tions, which lasted six months, for he was 
careful to well ground his converts in 
their religion. 


A Bazaar was the next thing proposed, 
and the ladies taking up the idea with 
enthusiasm, worked hard for nearly three 
years to provide goods. The first was 
held in July 1860 and another the follow- 
ing Christmas. From this time Bazaars 
were our best means of raising money. 
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The following appeal now appeared in 
the “* Lamp”? and other papers. It was 
continued for several years, and was 
generously responded to from all parts of 
this country and Ireland, from the Con- 
tinent and even from China, India and 
Australia. 


One generous benefactor was the late 
Mrs. Hodgson, of Harvington, who gave 
£300 on condition that 5 per cent. interest 
was paid to her during her life. 


The appeal was thus worded : — 


“‘ For the love of God and our Blessed 
Lady, send me something, if only a few 
postage-stamps, towards my new church. 
For 1,300 people, I have a chapel that will 
accommodate only 250; with a school 
room alike miserably insufficient for 
present wants. 


‘““ We have been five years striving to 
remedy this state of things, and with 
God’s blessing, will still strive, but, with- 
out friends, the work is too much for us. 


“IT again, therefore, solicit a helping 
hand—a donation, a contribution in any 
way; a laid aside gold ring, a watch 
chain, a bracelet, a locket, an article for 
my next Bazaar,—anything. On my 
part, I promise most faithfully to all 
benefactors a Priest’s best return,—ONE 


22 


MASS EVERY WEEK, and a Daily 
Remembrance so long as God spares me 
to stand at His altar.”’ 


‘“‘ Walter.Keen, Catholic Chapel, 
Stourbridge.”’ 


We now come to the 


“THIRD AND GREATEST 
DEVELOPMENT?’ 


of the Mission, which was the erection 
of our beautiful Gothic Church from 
designs by Mr. E. Welby Pugin. The 
building was commenced in 1863, the 
Tower and Spire being left for a future 
period. It was completed in 1864. The 
builder was a very competent man named 
Ife. Unfortunately the stone bases to the 
pillars came from a new and _ untried 
quarry, and crumbled when the great 
weight came upon them, and had to be 
replaced by a good hard stone at a cost of 
£200, some part of which Mr. Pugin paid. 


The opening of the Church took place 
on September 14th, 1864, and excited 
considerable interest in the town, the 
Church being filled. Pontifical Solemn 
Mass was sung by the Right Revd. 
Bishop Ullathorne, assisted by the Very 
Revd. Canon Jeffries ; the Deacons at the 
Throne were Canons Flanagan and Est- 
court ; the Deacon and Sub-deacon of the 
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Mass were the Revds. H. Souter and 
G. P. Dowling respectively, and the 
Revd. L. Groome acted as Master of 
Ceremonies, and a large number of the 
Clergy being also present. Bishop 
Amherst, of Northampton, preached an 
eloquent sermon, in the course of which 
he made some touching and kind remarks 
on the zeal and self-denial of Father 
Keen, and the willing co-operation of 
his flock. 


This was followed by a déjeuné in the 
Corn Exchange, to which over 200 ladies 
and gentlemen sat down. The chair was 
taken by Robert Berkley, Esq., of 
Spetchley. 


Bishop Ullathorne, in the course of his 
reply to the toast of his health, spoke very 
highly of Father Keen, and of the work 
he had accomplished, and finally pro- 
posed his health. 


On Father Keen rising to reply, he was 
received by prolonged cheers. 


He said, “‘ His Lordship, with his 
usual kindness of heart, had been too 
willing to make allowances for his (Father 
Keen’s) deficiencies. There was no 
doubt a great work had been done since 
he had been placed in that town ; but who 
had done it? It was not the Priest. The 
great evil was that the Priest got a great 
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part of the credit. The fact was, when 
he conceived the idea of building that 
Church he had not a sovereign in the 
world, and he had no means of getting 
one. He had received donations from all 
parts of the world, but, after all, the 
greatest part had come from _ poor 
people.” 


After toasts to Mr. Pugin and Mr. Ife, 
Father Craddock proposed the Choir, 
which was reponded to by Mr. G. Wall. 


The building of the Church was fol- 
lowed by Schools and Convent. 


When the Contractors handed over the 
Church it was but a mere shell, so that 
a heavy bill for stone work and other 
decoration loomed in the distance, but 
this had to wait for some years. 


In the meantime, it was necessary to 
provide a Cemetery, and so Almighty 
God sent us a Miss Turnbull with £400 
towards the cost. This was subject to 
Interest during her life, which lasted but 
a short time, for she was one of the first 
to be buried there. In 1895, the debt 
having been cleared off, it was consecrated 
by the Lord Bishop of Birmingham, the 
Right Revd. Dr. Isley. The total cost 
was about £1,000. 


Father Keen, desiring to improve and 
beautify the interior of the Church, 
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obtained designs from Mr. Pugin for the 
beautiful reredos and other stone work, 
stained glass windows, and decorations. 


After the completion of these improve- 
ments, the Church was re-opened on 
September 12th, 1875. 


There was Solemn High Mass, the 
preacher being in the morning the Very 
Revd. Canon Northcote, and the sermon 
in the evening was by Dr. McCave. 


Of course, many things had been 
bought at considerable cost for the 
service of the Church, and as it will no 
doubt interest all who read these notes, 
there is given at the end a list of the 
principal sums expended in connection 
with the Mission since 1863. 


As the reredos is such a prominent 
feature in the Church, and as many do 
not know who are represented by the 
figures, a description of them will be of 
interest. On the Epistle side the two prin- 
cipal figures are St. Patrick and St. 
Thomas of Canterbury, while the group 
is that of Moses and the Prophets. On 
the Gospel side are St. Augustine and St. 
Paul, and the group represents the 
Doctors of the Church. 


The following year Father Keen’s 
health began to fail, and the Revd. J. 
Fox (now of West Bromwich) came to 


26 


assist him as Curate. A life of hard work, 
constant anxiety, and self-denial had told 
upon a constitution by no means strong, 
and as time went on his health gradually 
become worse. On February 7th, 1877, 
he was called to receive the reward of the 
good and faithful servant. While his 
body lay in the coffin hundreds of people 
came to see and pay their last respect tc 
one so much beloved. His remains now 
lie in his Church near the foot of the 
Altar of Our Lady, to whom he was 
so devoted. 


At the end of the year the Bishop was 
good enough to send a successor in the 
person of the Revd. James McCave, 
D.D., who in a short time started on 
further improvements by purchasing a 
larger Organ, increasing the size of the 
Gallery and decorating the interior of the 
Church, besides adding annexes to the 
Schools. 


We now come to the 


“FOURTH DEVELOPMENT,” 


namely, the building of a Rectory—in 
every way worthy to stand by the side of 
our Church and suitable to the require- 
ments of the Clergy. This was erected on 
the site of two small houses which had 
been purchased many years before by 
Father Keen and in one of which he 
resided, and died. 
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It will be seen that money had been 
spent very freely for years and fresh 
sources of supply had to be tapped to find 
further means, so we started Harvest 
Festivals, and in four years realized £100 ; 
a Bazaar held in 1878 produced £342; in 
1881 the first Tea Party was held at which 
the late Earl of Denbigh presided over an 
assembly of 455 persons. 


Dr. McCave was a very learned and 
capable man, an eloquent preacher, and 
weekly filled the Church with eager 
listeners. He was most highly respected 
throughout the town and beloved by his 
flock, who presented him with a beautiful 
and costly Chalice. 


In 1881 Father J. O. Price came to 
assist him, on his being appointed 
Diocesan Inspector of Schools. 


Two years later the Bishop called upon 
Dr. McCave to preside over the Seminary 
at Olton. He loyally responded and left 
his Rectory never to return. He died in 
1899 and was brought to our Cemetery 
and lies near the Cross. A handsome 
white marble monument obtained direct 
from Italy was placed over his remains. 


Previous to Dr. McCave leaving Stour- 
bridge for the Seminary, he was relieved 
of the office of Diocesan Inspector of 
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Schools, by the appointment of the Revd. 
A.L. Chattaway, who, as a matter of con- 
venience, resided at the Stourbridge 
Rectory, where he remained for two 
years, frequently assisting in the services 
of the Church; his kind manner and dis- 
position left behind him many happy 
memories. 


Dear gentle Father Price remained with 
us until 1885, and it was a great blow to 
his devoted flock when he was taken away. 
A deputation waited upon the Bishop, 
begging him to reconsider his decision, 
but in this we failed. However, as a 
testimony of our feelings towards him he 
was presented with a purse of £50 on his 
departure. 


The year before he left us a very suc- 
cessful Bazaar was held in the old Corn 
Exchange. It was called the ‘‘ Fairy 
Garden Bazaar,’’ and it certainly pre- 
sented a most charming appearance. 
Round the room were eight pavilions of 
different bright colours, and standing 
between them were large stands of flowers 
in pots, ferns, etc., with a large shield, 
and flags at the top. A special large 
pavilion for the Band was erected on a 
platform near the end of the room, sur- 
rounded by a profusion of shrubs and 
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ferns; fronting this was a fountain 
playing into a large basin, in which bull- 
rushes and rocks formed a charming 
picture. 


A very special attraction was a number 
of fairies with their Queen; they carried 
long white, pink, and green scarves in 
their hands, and went through some 
pretty dances. 


This Bazaar was most unique, far excel- 
ling any one held in Stourbridge before 
or since. 


The demand for admittance was so 
great that policemen were required to 
keep back the crowd from the door, and 
notwithstanding they had complimentary 
tickets, an extra charge of 6d. each was 
requested, and this was willingly paid. 


Father Morris was next appointed, but 
finding his health unequal to the work, 
resigned after a few weeks, and returned 
to his former Mission of Cheadle. 


The next Pastor was the Revd. J. J. 
Daly, who remained only about twelve 
months. 


In 1886 our late Rector, the Revd. F. 
W. Boulton, arrived from St. Chad’s 
Cathedral. During his ministry several 


30 


important improvements were carried out, 
namely the decoration of the Church by 
Mr. Hopkins, the heating apparatus, re- 
flooring of the Church, erection of Tower 
and Spire, new Sacristies, new Class 
Room, the new Porch, and new Iron 
Railings round the property. Although 
the cost of the Tower and Spire was con- 
siderable, we had been preparing for it 
a long time, and the bulk of the money 
was in hand. 


Father Boulton’s principle was to pay 
as he went on, and he would not under- 
take any new work until the money was 
in hand. The Church being now free 
from debt, was consecrated on July goth, 
1891, by the Lord Bishop of Birmingham 
(the Right Revd. Dr. Ilsley). 


On the 25th anniversary of his ordina- 
tion we presented him with a beautiful 
Chalice, a-Missal, and Ciborium, all 
which were left to this Mission, and are 
in frequent use. 


Father Boulton suffered for a long time 
from bronchitis, and at times was much 
distressed in his breathing, and though 
ailing for some time and under medical 
treatment, he continued to fulfil his duties 
and nothing serious was anticipated when 
he was confined to his bed. 
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On more than one occasion he said, 
‘* You will find me dead some morning,”’ 
and this is what actually occurred. He 
died on the night of February 6th, 1909, 
and, as he predicted, he was found dead 
in the morning, after faithfully serving 
this Mission for 23 years. R.I.P. 


Ate CONVENT.” 


On the completion of the Convent it 
was occupied by a community of Irish 
Nuns of the Order of ‘‘ Loretto”’ for 
about three years. They were succeeded 
by the Sisters of Mercy from Birming- 
ham, who stayed about five years, and 
in 1872 the Sisters of St. Paul, of Selly 
Park, arrived, and have remained to the 
present time. 


I believe the advantages of a religious 
community of Nuns in a Mission are 
very great; but still more so when they 
teach and train our children. 


The quiet religious atmosphere sur- 
rounding them imperceptibly influences 
the child, and during the 40 years the 
good Sisters of St. Paul have been here, 
thousands of children have had the benefit 
of their care and instruction, about half 
of these being non-Catholic, and, with 
tew exceptions, the parents have offered 
no objection to them receiving the same 
religious instruction as our own children. 
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The moral and religious impressions 
these children have imbibed and carried 
home could not but have a far-reaching 
effect on their future lives. One thing I 
know from my experience is that it has 
removed a large amount of prejudice and 
bigotry. 


‘‘ BENEFACTORS.” 


Of the many benefactors to this Mission 
the first place must be given to the late 
Mr. F. J. Haskew. Since he came to 
Stourbridge in 1858 until his last illness 
he was a pillar of strength to the Church, 
his sound common sense, his willing co- 
operation, and his purse were always at 
the service of the Clergy. A few of his 
gifts I am at liberty to mention. He con- 
tributed £500 towards the cost of the 
Convent, he gave the beautiful pulpit, 
Altar rails, Stations of the Cross, the 
Statues of the Sacred Heart and the 
Madonna, and a charming stained glass 
window of the Holy Family. 


Mr. Whitwell and Mr. Henry James 
were also considerable benefactors. To 
the former we are indebted for the Taber- 
nacle, and to the latter for the large tenor 
bell in the Tower. 


The late Mr. W. Griffin, among other 
good works, left £100 in trust, the interest 
to be applied towards the upkeep of the 
Cemetery. 





Revp. F. W. BOULTON. 





33 


Eleven of the lancet windows have been 
filled with some of Hardman’s finest work 
by various Members of the Congregation, 
and they are admitted to be splendid 
specimens of stained glass. 


The beautiful ‘‘ Lady Altar ’’ and rails, 
a great addition to our Church, were pre- 
sented by Miss Lucy James. The exquisite 
Statue of the Immaculate Conception 
standing thereon was the gift of the late 
Miss Agnes Barlow. 


The statue of that wonder-worker, St. 
Anthony, was the gift of Mis. G. F. 
James. 


It is a great pleasure to be able to say 
that there is no debt on the Mission 
property except on the new Schools which 
we have just been compelled to build at 
a cost of nearly £2,000 and these, through 
the zeal and good management of our 
present Rector, the Very Revd. Dean 
Delaney, are now half paid for. 


The laying of the foundation stone of 
these Schools, by our Venerable Arch- 
bishop, took place on April 1oth, 1911, 
and was the occasion of much interest to 
friends and well-wishers in the town and 
an event to be remembered by our own 
people. In attendance on his Lordship 
were many of the local Clergy. 


The Rector of the Mission, The Very 
Revd. Dean Delaney, also laid a similar 
stone in the front elevation. After the 
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stones had been “‘ well and truly laid,’’ his 
Lordship delivered a trenchant speech on 
the education question as it affected 
Catholic Schools. 


Dean Delaney afterwards spoke of the 
good work done in the Schools just pulled 
down, instancing that Six Priests serving 
in the Diocese (three of whom were there 
that day) had received their early educa- 
tion there. 


The new Schools were designed by 
Messrs. Bailey and McConnal, Walsall, 
and the builders Messrs. J. Guest and 
Son, who pushed on the work, and by the 
end of August they were finished. On 
Sunday, the 27th of that month, Dean 
Delaney solemnly blessed them. 


The two houses next to the Convent 
were purchased 14 years ago as a matter 
of precaution and the wisdom of this 
policy is seen to-day in the enlarged area 
of the school ground. 


Few towns are blessed with so complete _ 


a plant, or a plant possessed under such 
happy conditions. 


The foregoing record forms a splendid 
memento of the zeal and sacrifices of the 
parents of the present generation of 
Catholics who have indeed come into a 
rich heritage and whose duty it is to follow 
in the footsteps of those who have gone 
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before them and to generously support 
their Mission and Pastor. 


In vocations to the Priesthood, 
Almighty God has blessed this congrega- 
tion in a very remarkable manner as the 
‘* Roll of Honour ’’ comprises six Priests 
serving on the Mission in this Arch- 
diocese, and one in the Diocese of 
Salford :— 


Revds. W. J. Hand, A. Wall, 
1 -. Ja .Re Hand, O. Wall, 
», E.B. Hitchings, J. Roskell, 
F. Bromfield. 


It has been my privilege to be closely 
associated with the Clergy in the temporal 
work of the Mission for 50 years and to 
be thus afforded the opportunity of giving 
many items of interest probably known 
only to myself. 


At this point I conclude, having given 
as far as I can gather all the information, 
tradition and history of the establishment 
of the Mission in Stourbridge. 


At some future date someone else may 
take up his pen and continue where I have 
left off, and, please God, be able to record 
as great an advance in our holy religion 
in this town as I have had the happiness 
of recording; an advance due under the 
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grace of God to the good and zealous 
pastors who have watched over this small 
corner of the vineyard of Christ. 


The large amount of money spent in 
connection with this Mission will no 
doubt be a great surprise to many, and 
will arouse a feeling of gratitude to all 
those to whom they are indebted. 


I give in round figures some of the 
principal items of expense, as promised : 


2 Houses bought by Father Keen... bs 
Contract for New Church ¢.2....2.... 3,828 
JNEEDALCCE oo nc ass eee on erate nee 200 
3 Benches: was aay. stveck cts 100 
GAS. :02.4cph a aber ane tee eee 50 
Extra: for-“W indows ..°..auiin ie 110 
Boundary Fence... ieee 75 
“haberhatle = 0? shi 200 Fes ee 30 
Wooden Altars)./i..:..2 meee 5 
Carpets... 3200 dite. ios0.cduhin cee ee 15 
Chalice-cteh ae. {2.....ch (a0) GR 10 
Pulpit 
Stations of the Cross 
Large Statues! a ial wae: so ces 155 
Altar Rails 
Missal, Lamp, &cip@ed .udeisdiccac 30 
Asitepend Hum i Sro.)...aisaredtnd Sha. os 30 
Small Silver Monstrance ............ 4 


New Vestments ............... ieee 20 
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Sacristy Fittings) &eo............0.6., “A 
Sepulchre Altay 8s). we. 19 
Convent and Schools .................. 1,700 
Puraishing Witton et .:.sc..06. lt 70 
Reredos and other Stone Work ... 429 
Hardman for Windows ............... 316 
Ditto for Decorations .................. 285 
ET! gate Re Maa ese EO, Arey 
Scaffolding for ditto ....0.0.......0... 26 
All other Expenses ditto ............. 51 
Digerest Gn. Poaneres oics.c6 esas, 2. 540 
Cemetery and House .................. 1,000 
PERE GE. RL TI POT 8, 3 1,100 
Dr. McCave’s Decoration ............ 50 
Organ and Gallery .........00.....000.. RE 
Powecand Spire... *..2 ge 1,366 
Bell age hanging \,..0.0... 00 sit: 100 
New Sacristies 05.6004. 05clec. Beh: 205 
RiabS ROONL (S89 Vive sic.d.v tele .t. 180 
Heating: Apparatus ......0...).csc1..4. 115 
Re-flooring Church ..............00... 45 
Chalice met. Say) 3.05 6.00s.4.0... 40 
PCW EOTCH Wahi, Voges Whe, 132 
New Lady Altar and Rails ......... Ill 
New Pence (say). i0.::200 0... 45 
Enlarging Schools by Dr. McCave 164 


11 Stained Glass Windows ......... 550 
Statue of Our Lady in Lady Chapel 15 


$14,234 
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The dimensions of the Church are as 
follows :— 


Nave’ :...905 eee o2 feet. 
Chancel _..é tend 28 





Total length ... 120 ,, 





Width. ©. .s10<ake os 55 feet. 
Peeic ht» sn... aes Bios 
Porch 2... 26 x 12 feet. 


Height of Spire ... 130 feet. 


To all those friends who have assisted 
me with information in compiling these 
notes I beg to tender my best thanks. 
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